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majority of 40 had been effected by a turnover of less than a quarter
of a million votes in an electorate of 6,333,000, and that the Unionist
majority in seats was out of all proportion to its majority in votes.
In these days of limited franchise, the vast majority of voters remained
true to their party allegiance in all circumstances, and a small minority
of waverers and balancers decided the result.
On August 6, 1895, Mr. Gladstone came out of his retirement to
attend a meeting of protest held at Chester, with the Duke of West-
minster in the chair, against the Turkish massacres "of Armenians,
which were now deeply stirring British humanitarian opinion. He
spoke with his old fire and fervour on the subject which was now
nearest his thoughts, and a few days later Salisbury, who was again
Foreign Secretary as well as Prime Minister, said scarcely less in his
first speech after the elections in the House of Lords. The Turkish
Sultan, Abdul Hamid, professed to be deeply pained, and when later
in the year Salisbury spoke in the same terms in his Guildhall speech,
he addressed him a letter protesting that he was doing his utmost
to execute reforms and that he had given instructions to his Ministers
which would be strictly carried out. Whatever the instructions were,
they did not abate the massacres, which continued with every cir-
cumstance of cruelty and ferocity until they culminated in August
of the following year in Constantinople itself, where between 6,000
and 7,000 Armenians were slaughtered in two days.
Salisbury's view, when it came to action, was that nothing could
be done by Great Britain single-handed. All the great Powers had
an interest in what was called " the integrity of the Ottoman Empire " ;
most of them, and especially at this time Germany, had political or
commercial projects for which die favour of the Sultan was essential;
none of them regarded the fate of the Armenians as ranking in im-
portance with the advancement of these projects, or worth the risk
of the struggle which threatened if the Turkish Empire fell to pieces,
and the many expectant heirs entered their claims to the succession.
This was " real politics " as understood in Europe, and however they
might differ on other points, Russia, Germany, Austria and France
were agreed that the explosion of British sentiment about Armenian
82